




What is a BTEC?
Pearson’s BTEC courses and qualifications are recognised in more than 
50 countries worldwide. Established in 1984, Pearson BTEC (Business and 
Technology Education Council) is a framework of vocational courses and 
globally renowned qualifications and blended learning solutions that help to 
develop a trained and highly skilled workforce. From fundamental learning 
to professional courses at the postgraduate level, BTEC offers an alternative 
to academic education with practical, hands-on learning experiences. Each 
Pearson BTEC comprises a variety of units, which are designed to enable 
learners to build their understanding and skills across the course of study.
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Why choose BTEC?

With over 40 years of 
proven success, more 
employers and higher 
education institutions 
globally are choosing 

BTEC-qualified 
candidates for their 

practical knowledge 
and employability skills.

Available in a wide 
range of sectors, 

from Business 
to Engineering, 

Esports, Health & 
Social Care, Art & 

Design, and IT & 
Computing.

BTECs are developed 
and validated in 
partnership with 

educators, employers 
and government 

to ensure content 
reflects the needs of 

a workforce.

Katrina completed BTEC International Level 2 Certificate in Creative Media from West 
Island School in Hong Kong with a top grade of D*D* and got admission as a member of 
The University of Hong Kong’s “Academy for the Talented” programme. “By focusing on 
real-world applications and producing various designs, I found my learning journey 
engaging and practical. The coursework allowed me to develop different skills. Unlike 
sitting for a written exam, I appreciated how BTEC is assessed, as all projects allowed 
me to express my creativity in real-world scenarios, making the material more engaging 
and relevant. Studying BTEC has significantly helped me get to where I am now by 
providing a solid foundation and knowledge relevant  to my field.”          

BTEC learner story 

Katrina Shek
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Year 10 – 11 Year 11 - 12 Undergrad Year 1 Undergrad Year 2 Undergrad Year 3 Postgraduate 

School students
seeking 
foundational
knowledge from
vocational 
subjects

School  
students
seeking 
additional
knowledge 
from
vocational 
subjects

Students seeking routes 
to pursue higher
Students seeking routes 
to persue higher

Progression to
international
university

Students 
seeking
international Mas-
ter’s
Degree

3 - 12 months 3 - 24 months 12 months 12 months 12 - 24 months 6 - 8 months

BTEC 
International
Level 1, BTEC
International  
Level 2

BTEC 
International
Level 3 

Extended
Diploma)

Higher  
National

Higher  
National
Diploma

Progression to 
international  
university

BTEC 
Specialist and 
Professional  

Business, Creative Media,  
Engineering,
Art and Design and many more

Business, Creative Media,  
Engineering, Art and Design, Esports, 
Digital Technologies, Cloud Computing

Upon university 
application

Strategic  
Management
and  
Leadership

International 
schools and  
training providers

International 
schools 
and training 
providers

Higher Education 
providers - colleges,
universities, private training centres

International  
universities

Employers,  
training providers 
and Higher  
Education  
institutions

 BTEC Levels



industry area 

skills and behaviours to prepare them for a career 
or to continue education

curriculum requirements 

• Delivered in Schools, Colleges, and Training 
Providers that also facilitate adult learning. 

Available in 3 or 4 sizes: 

120 GLH 1 International GCSE

240 GLH 2 International GCSEs

360 GLH 3 International GCSEs

480 GLH 4 International GCSEs

•  Applied Science
• Art and Design
• Business
• Construction
• Creative Media Production
• Engineering
• Health and Social Care

• Hospitality
• Information Technology
• Music
• Performing Arts
• Sport
• Travel and Tourism

More on BTEC 
International Level 2 
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180 GLH International Advanced Subsidiary

360 GLH International A level

540 GLH International A level +  
International Advanced Subsidiary

720 GLH 2 International A levels

1080 GLH 3 International A levels

industry area 

skills and behaviours to prepare them for a career or 
to continue education

existing curriculum requirements 

• Recognised by many universities and Higher 

Higher National programmes 

• Delivered in Schools, Colleges, and Training 
Providers that also facilitate adult learning. 

Available in 5 sizes: 

• Applied Science
• Art and Design
• Business
• Business and Hospitality
• Construction
• Creative Media

• Engineering
• Esports
• Hospitality
• Information Technology
• Land-based
• Marketing

• Music
• Performing Arts
• Production Arts
• Sport
• Travel and Tourism

More on BTEC 
International Level 3 
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• BTEC Foundation Diplomas are Level 3 and Level 4 

related learning across art, design, and media sectors. 

practical and professional skills and understanding 
they need to progress studying creative subjects at the 
university level.

solutions.

• The programme nurtures creativity, enabling learners to 

expectations of various audiences. Through hands-on 

portfolio that not only supports their career aspirations 
but equips them for dynamic, future-focused 
employment opportunities.

Pearson BTEC Level 3 
Foundation Diploma 
in Art, Design and 
Media Practice

642 GLH Foundation 
Diploma

Pearson BTEC Level 4 
Foundation Diploma 
in Art, Design and 
Media Practice

642 GLH Foundation 
Diploma

•  Art
• Fashion

• Music
• Creative Media

More on BTEC 
Level 3 and Level 4 
Foundation Diplomas 
in Art, Design and 
Media Practice:
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 completed his BTEC Level 4 Foundation Diploma in Art, Design and Media                             
Practice 

Ruihao Jiang  

“The BTEC Art and Design program emphasizes hands-on and practical learning, allowing 
students to apply their theoretical knowledge in real projects. This not only improves their skills 

students can translate their ideas into real-world work, which is an invaluable experience in their  
learning process.”

Dean of the Academic Department, The Central Academic of Fine Arts, International College

Songmin Jin 
“What I value most about BTEC is its power to help students truly understand themselves 
and uncover their own passions. Rather than simply mastering artistic techniques, students 
learn to build their own methodology for perceiving and interpreting the world. BTEC nurtures 
independent thinkers, young artists and designers. Through topic-based learning, students 
are encouraged to explore their personal interests, conduct rigorous research and experiment 

a journey of self-discovery and creative growth. Teaching BTEC isn’t just about education, it’s 
about empowering future creatives to think critically, create boldly, and express authentically.”

Experience of 
Learning & Teaching 
BTEC Foundation 
Diploma in Art, 
Design and Media 
Practice

13



• Internationally recognised higher education 

• Provides progression to both university and 
employment.

• Delivered at universities and colleges. 

and relevant route to a degree or employment.

Available in 2 sizes:

2. Diploma

• Aeronautical Engineering
• Agriculture
• Animal Management
• Applied Sciences
• Art and Design
• Business
• Cloud Computing
• Computing
• Construction
• Construction and the Built 

Environment
• Creative Media Production
• Digital Technologies
• Early Childhood 

Education and Care
• Engineering
• Future Homes Design and 

Construction

• Healthcare Practice
• Horticulture
• Hospitality Management
• International Travel and 

Tourism Management
• Manufacturing 

• Music
• Nuclear Engineering
• Performing Arts
• Policing
•
• Rail Engineering
•
• Sport
• Sport and Exercise Science

BTEC Higher Nationals are equivalent to the 

Explore our ‘Degree 

progression from a 
Higher National: 

A dedicated online learning 
platform, containing various free 
resources to support  
delivery of BTEC  
Higher Nationals. 

More on BTEC 
Higher National 
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Equivalent to 
the 

 of an 
undergraduate 

degree

Available in 

across the globe

Delivered in   to the 
Higher Education 

 to 
degree-level 

study at 340+ 
institutions 

 
by large, 

multinational 
organisations

 globally 
every year

 and 
 by 

experts from 
industry and 

academia

 by 
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designed to complement existing experience and 

• Applied learning through shorter courses and 

that suits them.

other international, academic and professional 

•
•
• Marketing
• ports

More on BTEC 
International 
Specialist and 
Professional 

scan here   
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from our full range of over 24 subjects, with the 

completion of the individual units studied.

BTEC Higher National subjects (the units cannot be 
combined to create a HNC/HND, but learners do have 
the opportunity to progress to a full HNC/HND, with 
a focus on a single subject discipline, having banked 
units studied that are within a valid rule of combination).

Individual units of CPD as and when required; or 
completing only units required for professional body/
vendor accreditation.
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HN Flex

achievement in areas such as Strategic Change Management, Strategic Marketing 

understanding and skills of strategic managers and leaders.

management and leadership theory and practice that includes international contexts and 

• Progression into graduate employment or promotion within roles

• Progression to post-graduate study, usually an MBA.

Level 7 in Strategic Management

More on 
HN Flex: 
scan here  
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BTEC courses provide a solid grounding in all aspects of 
IT, from building computer systems and programming 

practical tasks and tests.

• App development
• Cyber security
• Data analysis
•

• IT consultancy
• Programming
• Game development
•

Studying a BTEC in Health and Social Care means 
combining practical experience, skills, theory and 

quality care and services across a range of specialisms.

• Registered Nurse or Nurse 
Practitioner

• Physician Assistant
• Dental Hygienist
•
• Paramedic

• Physiotherapist
• Healthcare Assistant
•
•
• Healthcare Scientist
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to develop their creative talents.

• Advertising and Marketing
• Crafts, Fashion and Design
• TV, Film, Radio and 

Photography
• Music, Performing and 

Production Arts

• Visual Arts, Illustration and 
Animation

•
Development

• Museums, Galleries and 
Libraries

BTECs in Engineering are all about combining creative 

From the aerospace and automotive industries to 
housing and healthcare, a BTEC in Engineering is the 

pragmatic mind.

• Rail Track Maintenance 

• Medical Devices 
Maintenance Technician

• Mechatronics Technician

•
• Manufacturing Engineer
• Chemical Plant Process 
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Where a BTEC 
can take your 
learners
A BTEC is so much more than a qualification. 
Former BTEC learners often say how they 
continue to apply what they learned on their 
BTEC course when they progress on to further 
study, or starting a job, and as they advance 
throughout their career. Learners can combine 
their studies with International A Levels, 
progress to higher education, or start their 
careers with life-long transferable skills.

Co-Head of Secondary, Head of Whole School Academics and BTEC Quality Nominee 
at Yew Wah International Education School of Zhejiang Tongxiang.  Experienced in 
 BTEC education in the UK, Egypt and China in the past 19 years. 

"What I  like most about BTEC is the ability to create vocational contexts / scenarios which 
match the interests, backgrounds and areas of specialism of the learners. Variety of 
possible assessment options, to allow for non-traditional and creative possibilities. From 
a leadership perspective, the ability to build a curriculum model which enables all learners 
to enjoy success based on their own learning styles and strengths, alongside traditional 
‘terminal exam’ style qualifications."

BTEC educator story

Parras Majithia

20

Entry to a university degree
A BTEC: 
• at Level 3, can either be studies as a stand-alone 

qualification, or as part of a ‘blended’ curriculum 
alongside or as an alternative to International A 
Levels 

• can prepare a learner for entry to a university 
degree course 

• is internationally recognised by universities. 
Pearson works with credible universities globally, 
so that they recognise and accept applications 
from BTEC learners onto a degree programme.

A Higher National:
• at level 4 and 5 is equivalent to the first and 

second years of an undergraduate degree 

• is internationally recognised by over 300 
universities around the world and allows for 
seamless progression into the third year of an 
undergraduate degree.

More about BTEC in comparison  
to other qualifications: 
scan here  

Skilled and 
ready for 
employment
Today’s employers are 
looking for confident, 
work-ready candidates 
who have the practical 
knowledge, experience and 
skills that BTECs provide. 
We’ve worked closely with 
employers, professional 
bodies and Higher Education 
experts to develop BTEC 
qualifications. That means 
BTEC-qualified candidates 
are valued by a wide range 
of industries. A BTEC course 
will help your learners build 
the employability skills and 
confidence they’ll need to 
thrive throughout their career.

Graduate of Guangdong AIB Polytechnic College, majored in  BTEC Higher National Diploma in 
Hospitality Management, former BTEC learner Jingling Liu further studied in the University of 
Auckland in New Zealand  for a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Management and University of East 
London for MBA in the UK.  

Choosing BTEC  gave her the confidence, tools and international network to travel around the 
world and  develop  career pathway. Jingling is currently based in London working as  a partner in 
an E-commerce company.  

“From a classroom in Guangzhou to the skyline of London, BTEC 
gave me belief, belief that I was capable. It gave me the tools, 
the vision, the foundation to build a life beyond the border.”

BTEC learner story

Jingling Liu
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Read the 
full story: 
scan here  



(Caux & Leysin) 

requirements for both subject and grade before applying. 

progression routes and contact potential universities prior 
to commencing a course of study at Level 3. 

at internationalproduct@pearson.com 
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Pearson Progress gives educators the 

remote or hybrid education settings. It 
includes features that are personalised 
to Pearson BTEC to help reduce 
administration time around assessment 

identify key professional development 
opportunities for teachers and 

introduced digital badging, after 
completion of our online professional 

Professional Development).  

More about 
Pearson Progress: 

More about 
Professional 
Development: 
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BTECs focus on skills-based learning and 
are designed around themed units. They are 

They are made up of assessments – called 

teacher, are based on real-life scenarios and are in 

and behaviours that employers and universities 
are looking for. 

They test learners throughout the course 

checked by Pearson using grades – Pass, 
Merit or Distinction. 

BTEC Higher Nationals (HN) use holistic 

of individual tasks. For each unit in a HN 

learners should be able to evidence on 
completion of the programme. 

More on delivering 
a BTEC: 
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quickly and easily making them visible to 

Credly, by Pearson, is an end-to-end solution for 
issuing, managing, and analysing digital credentials 
and the data that accompanies them.

The platform is used to translate the learning 
outcomes your learners demonstrate into digital 

manage, share and verify their competencies 

Digital credentials provide additional recognition 
Learn more about 
Credly: 
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an English language learner. Educators globally 
are rising to the challenge of improving language 
development in their diverse, complex, and rapidly 

Fortunately, next-generation programmes 

comprehensive ELL/ESL systems that include 
instruction, assessment, and professional 
development for teachers.

Discover more 
about ELL: 
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